
When you write a note, a short letter, an invitation, 
congratulations, birthday wishes, Christmas greetings 

or express sympathy on BCA's 
"Real Australia" Greeting Cards, 

your keeping in touch helps 
BCA keep in touch 

with remote families and 
friends right across Australia. 

REAL AUSTRALIA" GREETING CARDS 
Each pack contains 5 cards* showing 
typical Australian outback life and scenes. 
Each card is 175mm x 115mm folded with 
no message inside. Envelopes are included. 
Single pack orders: $7.50 pack of 5 cards. 
SAI/E with multiple pack orders: 
$7.50 for the first pack and only $6.50 
for each additional pack (postage included). 

GET IN TOUCH TODAY 
ORDER your "Real Australia" cards 
from The Bush Church Aid Society 

(local State Office) or 
Level 7, 37 York Street, 

Sydney, NSW 2000. 
Phone: (02) 9262 5017 Fax: (02) 9262 5020 

v> . 

•
E B R U A R Y 1 9 9 7 

t Approved PP242296/00141 • $3.00 Yearly Subscription 



The Staff Conference 
in the Blue Mountains 

O C T O B E R 1 9 9 6 

You say "JUMP!" 
and those born before 1945, 
'the Boosters' answer "How high?" 
Those of the 'Boomer' period, 
'45-'65, say 'Why?" 
Those of the 'Buster' period, after 
'66, say 'Willyou come with me?" 

Ministry to people from different 
age groups requires different 
approaches because their view of 

the world and their response to the things 
of life are different. 

At the BCA Staff Conference back in 
October, the staff, who incidentally come 
from all age groups, from super boosters 
through to busters, were eager to find out 

how to minister across the generation gaps. 
Dr. Kath Donovan and Ruth Myors led a 

number of sessions one of which explored 
how alert and tactful we have to be 
when ministering in remote and rural sit-
uations for many of our 'older' missioners 
have young congregations and some of 
our 'younger' missioners have 'older' 
congregations. 

To relate the gospel and its great life 
saving message appropriately really does 
require the skill of knowing where people 
are coming from, what their needs are and 
how they view life and the world around 
them. St. Paul did this brilliantly at the 
Areopagus (Acts 17: 18-31) on Mars Hill 
and Kath and Ruth certainly opened up the 
parameters at work for the BCA staff. 

The Real Australian is a registered trade mark of the Bush Church Aid Society. 
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Above: Staff group at the CMS Conference Centre, Katoomba. 

At right: Ric Bollen shares his story. 
Bottom right: Among the children at the conference, 

Caleb Gaulton and Joel and Isaac McGrath. 

FRONT COVER: 

Bottom left: Elizabeth Caldwell, Donald Wilson 
and Ruth Blackburn in deep discussion. 

Centre right: Bob Rothwell takes a refreshment break j 
with Phillip Knife and Lynne Fisher. 

Bottom right: Ignoring the view—Peter Wilkin 
in discussion with Ian and Carol Blow, i 

Below: 3-Chord Trick—Rachael and Bill Taylor-Beales 
led the music and a drama session. 

mailto:bcafed@ozemail.com.au


Most of the BCA Field Staff and regional 
secretaries east of the WA border assem-
bled at Katoomba for a power packed pro-
gramme of fellowship, learning, worship 
and team building. 

The Gaultons from the Diocese of NWA 
were the NWA representatives this year 
and they were joined by Philip and Kathy 
Knife formerly from Sydney, who started 
in Karratha only last month. 

Everyone went home with something 
new, something from the daily studies led 
by Neil Emerson from Wentworth Falls, 
something from Rev Brian Carter's ses-
sions on strategy and goal setting, some-
thing from the great time sharing and 
comparing notes from the field. 

One great story from the conference 
involved the Rev David Sharman, from the 
West Coast of Tasmania at Queenstown 
and the Rev Brian Carter who was in SA at 
Tarcoola in the 60's. 

Brian shared the contents of a letter he 
had just received from a fellow who had 
become a Christian and was very active in 
the Queenstown parish with David. When 
he worked at Mt. Everard Station, he had 
asked Brian, who was out property visiting 
to "do his kids". 

Brian not only baptised the youngsters 
but had sown the seed of the Gospel that 
had come to fruit many years later across 
the water on the West Coast of Tasmania. 
Praise be to God! 
It was a great conference. 

Rev BRIAN ROBERTS National Secretary. 

Above: City folk view the Bush in Sydney. 
Below: Greg Thompson welcomes and 

introduces Ron and Ronda Arthur. 

Simon Tedeschi 
at the piano. 

Far right: 
Mr Ron Arthur, 

Rev Dr Bruce Kaye 
who launched the 

Artshow and 
Mr Phillip Heath, 

Principal St Andrews 
Cathedral School. 

The Outback 
Came to Sydney. 
Outback artists 

from Silverton, 
W i l c a n n i a , 

Blackwater and Broken 
Hill showed their work 
at St Andrew's Cathed-
ral School to raise sup-
port and awareness for 
the work of the 

Bush Church Aid Society. The "Bush to the 
City Artshow" was launched on the 12th 
December by the Rev Dr Bruce Kaye, 
General Secretary of the Anglican Church. 

"In the first 200 years of the Anglican 
Church there have been many societies 
which have played a significant role in 
reaching out to society," he said. "BCA is 
one such society, working in a difficult and 
fast changing environment. 

The art shown here today speaks of God's 
creation in the world in which we live". 

Over 100 paintings from artists such as 
Pro Hart, Eric Minchin, Roxanne Minchin, 
Albert Woodroffe, Hugh Schultz and Pat 
Coffey were on sale, along with handi-
crafts, and pottery with opal jewellery from 
Coober Pedy. The artwork featured much of 
the beauty of Australia and was a reminder 
of how much our nation benefits from 
the bush. 

The Rev Greg Thompson, NSW State 
Secretary, said that the dream of the art 
show began in Port Hedland WA in 1995 

where he met Ron and Ronda Arthur in the 
home of the then BCA field staff Rev Ray 
Arthur. Ron provided the expertise and 
energy to bring together the artwork from 
the Brushmen of the Bush. 

Over 7 days, the art show helped city peo-
ple to not only to enjoy some marvellous 
art, but also to care for struggling rural 
communities by supporting gospel ministry. 

Simon Tedeschi, 15 year old talented 
pianist who played in the movie "Shine" and 
who is a student of St Andrew's, provided 
entertainment at the launch for the gath-
ered artists and friends of BCA. 

Mr Phillip Heath, Principal of the school 
said: "In many ways St Andrew's Cathedral 
School is similar to the BCA. We train stu-
dents to be aware of Christ and His claims 
on their lives. BCA has the same task, 
making others aware of Christ and His 
claims on people's lives. They may be using 
different methods and reaching a different 
audience but the aim is the same". 



Kings Preparatory School in Parramatta 
raised over $1,000, to help outback fami-
lies through the work of BCA workers, 
Rev Bob and Mrs Denise Rothwell of 
Coober Pedy. 

At the school presentation the Principal, 
the Rev Geoff Grimes explained the work 
of BCA and the close support given by the 
school over 20 years. The students were 
thanked by Bob and Denise for their gift, 
which was presented by the School 
Captain, Shanaka Jayasuriya, to "support 
the video ministry to remote communities 
and properties in the outback of South 
Australia". 

The Rothwells not only minister within 
the opal town of Coober Pedy but have a 
patrol ministry to cattle stations and iso-
lated families. With a regular 2,000 kilo-

Bob and Denise Rothwell receive the gift 
presented by the School Captain, Shanaka Jayasuriya. 

metre trek through the Pitjantjatjara Lands 
(Pitlands) they have opportunity to bring 
friendship, support and the gospel to 
many remote communities. Often leaving 
Christian or family videos to be later 

picked up on a 
return trip or when 
outback families 
visit Coober Pedy, 
Bob and Denise are 
able to share their 
faith and discuss 
the topics and 
issues that the 
videos raise for 
remote families. 
Bob Rothwell said 
on receiving the 
School's gift that, 

as it was far more than expected, they 
would now be able to consider purchasing 
a video projector, something they had not 
thought possible for a long time yet. 

During the presentation to the 
Rothwells, Bishop Brian King helped 
launch the Christmas Appeal for BCA 
-"Reaching out from below ground". 
Bishop King compared the co-operation 
between the Kings Prep. School and 
BCA as one helping the other to carry on 
the work. 

"In a football match, there can be a lot of 
talk and preparation before a team goes 
on the field," said Bishop King. "However, 
someone has to go out and put those sug-
gestions into practice. You students have 
given the BCA workers the encourage-
ment to carry on their work. Now it's up to 
them to go out and do the work, thanks to 
your gift today". 

Students at the School saw a video clip 
of "Outback Kids", to be released soon for 
school and church groups that will help 
young people understand something of 
the life and challenge of gospel ministry in 
outback Australia. Songwriter, Tom 
Connally entertained with the music that 
will be available soon with the video for 
Sunday Schools and Scripture classes. 
From The Religious Media Agency. 

Denise and 
Bob Rothwell 
-Coober Pedy 
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$1,000.00 raised for outback families 
TV or not TV! 

It had never occurred to Denise or to me to 
pray for a TV failure. But some people thought 
that's what we had done. There had been no 
TV in Oodnadatta for a few days and so people 
were predicting a big turnout at our movie 
night at the old mini drive-in. 

It was a big night for us because we had 
taken delivery of a new video projector* just 
two days before, and this would be a trial run. 
Then during the afternoon, the man who main-
tains the receiver, told us he was getting local 
TV on a different frequency and was about to 
tell everyone how to tune it in. I asked him 
"Please don't tell anybody." He thought about 
it and later came to the Police Tracker's quar-
ters where we were staying. "Here are the 
notices about how to tune in the TV. I 
haven't told anybody. Announce it AFTER 
your movies." 

The movies featuring "The Peace Child" 
were a big hit-two or three times as many peo-
ple as we'd ever had at a service. Since then 
we've shown them at Maria, Indulkana, 
Ernabella, Amata, Pipalyatjara, Watarru, 
Murputja and Fregon. We used "Peace Child" 
again in Coober Pedy on Christmas Eve. 

BOB ROTHWELL Coober Pedy 

*When the pupils of The King's Prep. School in 
Sydney presented Bob and Denise with a cheque 
for $1,000 towards their video ministry, they used 
it to start a video projector fund. They added 
another large donation to it and lent the fund the 
balance needed to purchase a projector in time for 
their end-of-year patrol. 



Anglicare Darwin 
Someone asked 

today when will 
I leave Darwin. 

I couldn't answer the 
question without con-
necting it to how I came 
to Darwin, that is 'when 
the Lord directs'. 

While there was much 
prayer and discussion in 
the Fisher household six 
years ago about a possi-
ble call to Darwin, there was ultimately an 
unmistakable call that left Lynne and I just 
giving a knowing glance to each other. 
When we arrived, Darwin seemed so 
remote and teetering on the edge of the 
world. While this view has changed some-
what, the sense of isolation still remains. 

We have found the Lord to be sufficient 
in our life in Darwin and He has helped us 
to meet the challenges. There is a saying 
"The more you know, the more you know 
you don't know" and I can tell you, I have 
become aware of much that I don't know. 

As we have struggled with the develop-
ment of ministry through Anglicare, chal-
lenges and questions have arisen such as: 

'How do we deal with the level of abuse 
our homeless kids have experienced? How 
can we best support staff who have to face 
the death of a person they have been min-
istering to, or staff who have been physi-
cally and verbally abused by an angry, 
drunk person?' 

The work with Aboriginal communities 
has been most demanding. How do we 
best respond, without being maternalistic, 
to the needs of people who suffer incredi-
bly from poor health and early death? 
Even the death of children is higher than 
in non-Aboriginal society. They are a peo-
ple who are caught between two cultures 
and two legal systems and not generally 
understood by the majority of the popula-
tion of Australia. 

It is perhaps the Aboriginal Christians 
who move and challenge me the most. 
They suffer what all Aboriginal people suf-
fer, then some, and keep on keeping on 
and forgiving. While Anglicare supports 

these people, there is a frustration that 
comes from having to, on occasion, stand 
and observe these Aboriginal Christians 
walk the road on their own. It seems the 
grief of losing those close to them is never 
allowed to settle or take its course 
because grief is added to grief as more and 
more of those close to them die, and die 
early and unnecessarily. 

Anglicare is the Lord's work and being 
His work He has provided the resources 
and people to undertake the work. It is 
encouraging to work with Christians who 
are committed to this ministry. We have 
just employed an Anglicare Chaplain and I 
am pleased because of the extra support 
this will provide for staff. 

We are exceptionally pleased that Bush 
Church Aid has for some years taken on 
the challenge to support the Fishers and 
the development of Anglicare. The support 
of Bush Church Aid magnified through the 
development of Anglicare and my support 
of staff works to bring good news to the 
pain of isolation. 

PETER FISHER Director 

Pictured is Charles Tame, a young 
man with Downs Syndrome who saved 
$34.00 for BCA, after hearing the 
inspiring testimony of a BCA missioner, 
last Easter in St. Georges Anglican 
Church, StanwellPark, NSW. 

Charles was so moved that he saved 
his spare change from his pension, for 
people in the country. 

Charles was staying with his grand-
mother, widow of the late Rev Charles 
Oliver and his mother, aunt and 
cousins and I was so impressed by his 
loving generosity that I felt the need to 
write and tell you. 
ELIZABETH BUTLER (his Aunt). 

'Best of the Bush' Concert 
Saturday 15th March 1997 at 7.30pm at Turramurra Uniting Church. 

Featuring Ken Duncan and his multi-media 
presentation of outback Australia 

with local artists. 
Tickets are available from the BCA office (02) 9262 5017. 

Adult $10.00. Student/Concession $6.00. Family $25.00. Under 2 years-free. 



THIRSTY FOR LIFE—THIRSTY FOR GOD. 
I can remember back to school days 

learning the Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
by Samuel Taylor Coleridge—a poem that 
I loved and still do. 

'Water water everywhere and all the 
boards did shrink, water water every-
where nor any drop to drink." 

This great nation Australia is known as 
the driest continent on earth. We have no 
large mountain ranges in the west, or the 
centre, to help catch the moisture of the 
passing weather patterns. Sometimes 
there seems to be too much rain in some 
places, too little in others, or it comes too 
soon, or too late. In the bush it is easy to 
see the dryness of the country. 

So often what we see in the physical is 
reflected in the spiritual. There is in this 
nation a spiritual dryness, that is in so 
many ways a picture of the people of this 
nation, both city and rural, coastal and 
remote. One of the greatest truths that can 
be seen is that where there is water there 
is life, where there is no water there is no 
life. Earlier this year I was amazed to fly 
over Roxby Downs in the centre of South 
Australia and see that every third house 
seemed to have its own swimming pool. 

I was just as amazed to see the first truly 
grass oval in Coober Pedy, as a part of the 
grounds of the local school. This water 
that is enjoyed in both places, comes from 
below the ground, from the Great Artesian 
Basin of Australia. Water equals life. Just 
as we cannot live in this world without 

water, we truly cannot live in God's world 
without Him, the water of life. 

In John chapter 4, Jesus goes out of His 
way to travel in a dry and dusty part of His 
world because He knew that in Samaria 
there was a woman who had a desperate 
thirst for meaning in life. She had a num-
ber of failed relationships and was really 
an outcast from her small dusty town. 
Jesus, tired from His trip, sits down with 
her and moves the conversation from the 
physical to the spiritual. 

She will continually need physical water 
and have to keep coming back to the well 
to draw it. However, He offers her living 
water that will spring up in her to eternal 
life. Later in chapter 7, Jesus at the Feast of 
the Tabernacles, calls those who are 
thirsty to come to Him and drink. 

This is still the call and mission of BCA. 
To take this message to those in the often 
small dusty towns. Towns where each per-
son is special and loved by God. To offer 

them life in Jesus' name and to see them 
transformed by the Spirit of God, so that 
they, like the woman of Samaria, can go 
and tell others in their small town that this 
truly is the Christ. 

Here are two photographs from western 
NSW. One is in a dry river bed near Broken 
Hill. The tree grows because its roots go 
deep into the underground water supply. 
People in the bush grow as their lives are 
deeply rooted in God. 

The second is at Wilcannia, as the flood 
waters bring new life to all that they touch. 
May the life giving Holy Spirit of God flow 
and bring new life in this vast and thirsty 
nation. BCA—Bringing the Country Alive 
for Jesus. 

Let us continue to pray for this thirsty 
nation that all those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness will truly be satisfied in 
the Lord, who we deeply love and serve. 
RIC BOLLEN-iVSWDevelopment Officer 

MONEY FOR DONKEYS! 

Hans and Pat Streefkerk, are members and area 
representatives of the Australian Donkey Society 
which is endeavouring to build up the Australian 
stock of good, large size donkeys-now quite rare 
-for breeding (of mules) and adult riding and 
are willing to pay $1000.00 (and arrange safe 
transport to Victoria,) per suitable donkey. 
Donkeys must be 14 hands or more (56" mea-
sured from the base of the neck or mane, to 
the ground), and young enough to still breed. 
Jacks (males) and Jennies (females) are both 
wanted and large feral donkeys (if you can 
catch them!) are quite acceptable. 
Please send photos (or a video) of your donkey to: 

Mr & Mrs Streefker, 
725 Dickins Road, 
Freshwater Creek, Victoria 3216. 
Phone: (052) 645 235 

and help BCA run on Donkey power! 
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PRAY FOR OUR STAFF O U R M I S S I O N F I E L D PRAY FOR OUR STAFF 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Bishop Richard Appleby 

1 Tennant Creek-Rev Tom & Mrs Carol Williams 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA 
Bishop Tony Nichols 

2 Kununurra-Rev John & Mrs Dianne Symons 
3 Derby-vacant 
4 Newman-Rev Bob & Mrs Jan McKay 
5 Hedland-Rev Ian & Mrs Margaret Forsyth 
6 Karratha/Dampier-Rev Philip & Mrs Kathy Knife 
7 Wickham-Archdeacon Bill & Mrs Jocelyn Ross 
8 Paraburdoo/Tom Price-Rev Neil 

& Mrs Anthea Walthew 
9 Mt Magnet (Murchison) 

10 Leinster (NE Goldfields)-Rev Les 
& Mrs Jenny Gaulton 

11 Geraldton (Bluff Point)-(Ministry Training) 
Rev Neil & Mrs Carmen Ellis 

THE BCA PRAYER 
O Lord our God, help us to remember 

those who live in the remote parts of our 
land. We ask you to strengthen and 
encourage all whose ministries are sup-
ported by the Bush Church Aid Society. 
Refresh them in times of discouragement 
and loneliness and call others to stand 
with them in the task of making Christ 
known. Grant that, through the ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments, through 
medical work, through service and by car-
ing for the young, the message of your 
redeeming love may be proclaimed and 
accepted by the people throughout our 
land. We ask these things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever 

Amen. 

Bishop David McCall 
12 Coober Pedy-Rev Bob & Mrs Denise Rothwell 
13 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission-

Rev Ian & Mrs Glenda McGrath 
14 Leigh Creek-Rev Ted & Mrs Morwen Watkins 
15 Cook-Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital-

Sr Joyce Kennedy/Sr Anneliese Cusack 
16 Ceduna-Rev Tom & Mrs Michelle Beever 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA 
Bishop Bruce Clark 
17 Broken Hill BCA House-Mr Ian 

& Mrs Carol Blow 
18 Wilcannia-Rev Don and Mrs Helen Wilson 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA 

If you'd like more details for prayer, 
send for our free quarterly prayer notes. 

Bishop Phillip Newell 
19 Queenstown (West Coast)-

Rev David & Mrs Trudy Sharman 
20 Furneaux Islands-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Gill Bransgrove 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE 
Bishop Peter Chiswell 
21 Lightning Ridge-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Catherine Hearne 

DIOCESE OF BRISBANE 

Archbishop Peter Hollingworth 
22 Quilpie-Rev Terry & Mrs Sherry Leonard 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON 
Bishop Ron Stone 
23 Winton-vacant 
24 Blackwater-Rev Peter 

& Mrs Jeanette Blundell 

DIOCESE OF BATHURST 
Bishop Bruce Wilson 
25 Forbes BCA House-Mr Peter & Mrs Jenny Wilken 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER MINISTRY 
26 Cairns-St Luke's-Rev Jim & Mrs Lala Leftwich 

Darwin-Nungalinya College 
-Ms Elizabeth Caldwell 

REGIONAL OFFICES 
28 WA Acting Hon. Secretary-

Rev Fred Buchanan 
SA Secretary-Rev Owen Thomas, 

Mrs Aila Alderson 
Vic. & Tas. Secretary-Rev Murray Lamont, 

Ms Margo Bright 
29 NSW Secretary-Rev Greg Thompson, 

Mr Ric Bollen, Ms Anabel Walters 
Qld. & Northern NSW Secretary-

Rev Les Monaghan, Mrs Dianne Harris, 
Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

BCA NATIONAL OFFICE 
30 Rev Brian Roberts, Mr Jim Gosbee, 

Mr Dennis Outred, Mrs Jacqueline Griffiths, 
Mrs Michele Peacock, Mrs Thelma Doyle. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA 



Staff movements and changes 
We farewelled Rev Donald Moffatt from 

the Furneaux Islands parish to retire- ment 
in Seymour, Victoria. Donald's work with 
the Aboriginal folk in Tasmania has been 
very important. 

Winton to Furneaux Islands was the big 
move for Rev Geoff and Gill Bransgrove 
in January when they commenced ministry 
on Flinders Island. They are responsible for 
all on the islands and will take up the spe-
cial ministry with Aboriginal folk pioneered 
by Donald. 

Rev Tom and Mrs Michelle Beever are 
the new ministry team at Ceduna. Ceduna has 
had a long and well established relationship 
with BCA. This next phase is a little different 
in that Tom and Michelle, who have been 
fully candidated as Field Staff with BCA, have 
been seconded to Ceduna to fill this Parish 
vacancy. The Parish will be fully supporting 
Tom and Michelle with stipend and parish 
travel, BCA covering the costs of removal, etc., 
and providing the all important prayer support. 

We farewelled Bishop Bernard and Mrs 
Coralie Buckland from Newman in January. 
Bernard is to be administrator of the Diocese 
for 3 months then move into retirement and 
a part time role as BCA Secretary in Perth. 

We welcomed Rev Bob and Mrs Jan McKay 
from Launceston in Tasmania to the Parish 
of Newman Diocese of NWA. They are no 
strangers to the NWA having helped out in 
Paraburdoo for 6 months last year. 

We farewelled Peter Fisher from the 
ranks of the field staff. Peter will continue 
with Anglicare but the arrangement for 
funding with the Diocese has now reached 
its natural end. Peter and Lynne will contin-
ue to be supported and contribute through 
the BCA Prayer Notes as an "associate". 
Similarly Clive and Vivienne Robinson at 
Walgett, the Diocese of Armidale having 
taken responsibility for the continued fund-
ing of the Parish from 1997. 

Denis and Maureen Atkinson at 
Bimbadeen have been with the college for 
some years now. BCAs support of this min-
istry has reduced over the years with 1996 
being the last. The Atkinsons will continue 
on in their role and will be also featured 
as "Associates" in the Prayer Notes. 

We welcome Rev Murray Lamont who is 
to start as Victorian/Tasmanian Secretary 
soon. 

Farewell to Barbara Howard, Secretary 
to the National Secretary. Barbara retires to 
take up a combination of home duties, part 
time study and writing. We welcome Mrs 
Thelma Doyle who takes up the role. 

After 18 months in the NSW Regional 
Office, Sue Brendish has left to work closer 
to home at St Marys. We have appreciated 
Sue's enthusiasm, her friendliness and involve-
ment with the Real Australian, and welcome 
Anabel Walters as her replacement. 

1997AGM Meetings 
NEW SOUTH WALES 

April 13 
2 pm at St Anne's, Ryde 

QUEENSLAND 
April 20 

4 pm at St Bartholomew's, Mt Gravatt 
VICTORIA 

May 10 
Time and venue to be advised 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
April 6 

2.30pm at St Matthew's, Kensington 
Rev Brian Roberts, National Secretary, 

will be guest speaker 
NATIONAL 

May 22 
9.30am at 37 York Street, Sydney 

The family of 
THE REV REG AND MRS IRIS LANGSHAW 
request the pleasure of the company of 

F R I E N D S 
to a Celebration Afternoon Tea 

to mark Reg and Iris's 60th Wedding 
Anniversary 

on Saturday February 22nd, 1997 
between 2.30pm and 4.30pm 

in Dover Hall (part of St. James' Church) 
Mowll Village, Castle Hill, NSW. 

Please bring a plate 
of afternoon tea to share. 

No gifts by request of Reg and Iris. 
RSVP: Val and Stuart Langshaw, 

24 Maturin Road, GLENELG, SA 5045. 

NSW SUPPORTERS 
WEEKEND 1996 

A great weekend was enjoyed as many 
NSW supporters, led by Greg Thompson, 
were joined by the bus (sorry, coach 
group) from Queensland, under the guid-
ance of Les and Ruth Monaghan. The 
venue was Gilbulla, an Anglican Centre, 
just south of Sydney, near Camden. 

We were all blessed by the spiritual 
input from Ken Holt of Tamworth NSW. 
The theme was "Risky Living"—living on 
the edge for God. Ken shared with us his 
great sense of humour as we looked at 
"Leaving Behind, Moving Off and Being 
Aware of What Lies Ahead". The studies 
focused around the life of Abraham and 
his journey in life, with God who is a 
promise keeper. Many of us found encour-
agement and challenge. 

Brian Black led us in uplifting times of 
song and worship. Gill and Geoff 
Bransgrove told us of God's faithfulness 
both to them and through them at Winton. 
They shared some of their struggles and 
the ways in which the Lord has kept His 
promises and blessed them and their min-
istry to people struggling in outback 
Queensland. Denise and Bob Rothwell 
challenged us with what He is doing at 
Coober Pedy, and the surrounding area 
of South Australia. We learnt of both the 
challenges and the faithfulness of a great 
God, who loves all the people of this 
great land. 

Via video we shared with Ian and 
Glenda McGrath in their ministry at Roxby 

i os i &#.•£?;/£ 



Graham McMahon, 
a parishioner of 

Lightning Ridge, writes of the 
beginnings of the 

Church community there, 
the ministry that is needed 

in the opal country and 
their plans for a new 

church building. 

This town of ours is growing so fast, the 
church is beginning to burst at the seams! 

Still, it's done well for the past 84 years. 
There are many today both here in 
Lightning Ridge and towns and cities 
around the nation who remember with 
fondness the old wood and iron church 
and its caring clergy. 

Today the floor slopes and the paint 
peels but it wasn't always like that. When 

Downs and surrounding areas. Greg 
Dudley, from Canberra, treated us to a 
concert of bush songs that took us to 
many of the outback areas of Australia. 
Individual inputs from many other people 
gave insights into the backgrounds of the 
BCA supporter family. 

Overall it was a wonderful time of meet-
ing many others who have a similar love 
of both the Lord and this nation called 
Australia. We shared together in Holy 
Communion on the Sunday morning 
with a real sense of being God's family, 

coming from different geographical loca-
tions, but deeply one in Him. 1998 will see 
the next opportunity to meet together in a 
similar way. 

Our thanks to all who came to both 
learn and give of themselves, that the mis-
sion of God to remote and rural Australia 
would continue to see lives both touched 
by the love of God in Christ Jesus and 
changed as His Spirit sets people free and 
incorporates them into the eternal family 
of God. Praise His glorious name!!!! 
RICBOLLEN NSW Regional Director 

it was first built it reflected the needs and 
values of the early miners. Charlie 
Nettleton began mining in 1900, the 
cottage next to Khan's was built in 1907 
and five years later, in 1912, St. George's 
was built. 

Since that day in November 1918, a 
church has stood on its blocks in Morilla 
Street bearing faithful witness to the love 
of God for all. 

Even the wild storm of 1934, that almost 
blew the church off its stumps and left it 
reeling at a grotesque angle, was but a 
hiccup, for within three years, the people 
of Lightning Ridge had rebuilt it and it 
continued to serve the community as it 
always had. 

Originally, the church was administered 
by the Diocese of Bathurst and was served 
by the Brotherhood of the Good Shepherd 
which was based in Brewarrina. The good 
brothers would visit the Ridge on patrol to 
all the outlying churches, conducting ser-
vices, performing baptisms and weddings 
and running a Sunday School for the chil-
dren at the Three Mile. 

Today the church is in the Diocese of 
Armidale and is strongly supported by the 
Bush Church Aid Society. 

The perception one often has when con-
sidering Lightning Ridge from afar is that 
of a God-forsaken, hard living isolated 
community. But this is far from the truth. 
In the first place, by definition, no person, 
let alone a whole town, can be deemed 

Rev Geoff and Mrs Catherine Hearne and Matthew, 
Naomi and Rachael -St George's, Lightning Ridge. 

"God-forsaken" for God forsakes no per-
son. His love, patience and compassion 
are absolute. Rather it is us who do 
the forsaking. 

It gives us some insight into the sort of 
people who first came, mined and settled 
here when we consider that one of the first 
major buildings to be erected was a church. 

Yes, our pioneers certainly had it hard 
but in many ways I believe that families 
today struggle just as much to stay togeth-
er and provide for their children. 

St George's has always been there. Not 
just for the C of E's, but for all people of 
all nations regardless of their religious 
background. 

A lot of us are C of E's—that is we limit 
our church attendance to Christmas and 
Easter and, even if that is not always pos-
sible, we know deep down that when we 
need it the church is there to help. 



A child is born and brought to the 
church for baptism and the joy is felt 
throughout the whole community. 

Two young people 
declare their love and 
commitment to each 
other before God, their 
friends and relatives and 
the whole community. 

Suits are dusted off, 
wing collars cleaned and 
dresses pressed in the 
kitchen with a flat iron as 
the town buzzes with 
e x c i t e m e n t at the 
approaching wedding. 

And inevitably, when 
the time comes that the 
tired and worn-out body 
just can't keep going any 
more, it is to the church 
that we turn to bring 
some meaning to our 

Our entry in the Lightning 
Ridge Festival parade. 

We won best float for an 
organisation. It certainly 
was a successful PR job 
as many of the community 
commented on it for weeks 
after the event. 

The float is now situated 
in front of our church, 
and has become a mini 
tourist attraction. 

lives and to comfort our grief. 
The rites of passage have been celebrat-

ed for 84 years at St George's and will con-

B U I L D I N G (LightningRidge) 
Our congregation rapid growth in Christian creed 
That for a bigger church-a desperate need. 
Make our own bricks and everyone will see 

the resourcefulness and fellowship of one big family. 
Money to raise and lots of work to do, 

but all our diversities will carry us through. 
Patience and persistence brick by brick we'll clone 

but remembering always Jesus is our cornerstone. 
In strength of our faith any problems we'll overcome 

and before we know it all work will be done. 
Soon we will have a new church and a visit by the Bishop. 
More and more will come to our modern place of worship. 
Then ideas of extensions may have to start 

keeping always Jesus cemented in the heart. 
Let's not forget while building this church of stone, 

our lives, too, are built upon Jesus alone. 
We have to overcome much before reaching 'Heaven's Bridge' 
But altogether we'll build the way from Lightning Ridge. 

JOY WEBB © (JOYBELLE) 

tinue to do so into the 
21st century. 

But sadly, the old 
church, looking as if 
Charlie Nettleton him-
self could walk out at 
any moment, is no 
longer big enough to 
support our growing 
community. 

The Lightning Ridge 
Historical Society is 
looking at the possibility of preserving the 
building on its site while the Parish 
Council is in the throes of planning and 
building a bigger church with facilities to 
better serve our community. 

This is going to be a community effort for a community church. 

C e n t r a l /^USUCLLLCI 
C O A C H T R I P 

All of Lightning Ridge was invited to a dinner 
at the Club last October at which a fabulous auction 

of everything from football memorabilia to opal 
was held. The poem (at left) raised $300 

and the John Murray sketch (above) $1000. 

Join a BCA 'Bush 'n City' tour for fun and Christian fellowship. 
The first-hand knowledge will enhance your prayer life and be 

an encouragement to the six BCA missioners we visit. 
• Nineteen Days from Tamworth, visiting Port Macquarie, Brisbane, 

Winton, Mt. Isa, Tennant Creek, Alice Springs and surrounds (optional 
air flight over Ayers Rock and The Olgas with ground tour), Kings Canyon, 
Coober Pedy, Roxby Downs, Broken Hill, Wilcannia and home. 

• Southern states and Sydney passengers travel by rail (XPT) or fly 
to Tamworth to board the coach. 

• Price of $1900 includes all motel accommodation and most meals 
(optional additional $330 to take the air flight over and ground tour 
of Ayers Rock and The Olgas). 

Phone: (07) 3349 9081 for brochure and to book 
or write to BCA, PO Box 6565, Upper Mt Gravatt, Qld. 4122. 

mmmmmmmmmmmmm BCA supports missioners in areas shown in bold. iMMWBsmnNMHM 
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h September 1996, St. Luke's, Cairns, 
celebrated 3 years of wholistic church 
ministry mainly with the support of the 

BCA, to whom we are very grateful. The 
ministry has opened a lot of doors and 
encouraged many Christian beginnings 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people in the Cairns region. 

St Luke's, Cairns and St. Alban's of 
Yarrabah come under the Aboriginal 
Bishopric ministry. The merging of the 
Diocese of Carpentaria and the Diocese of 
North Queensland to become the Diocese 
of North Queensland has meant a wider 
responsibility for the Aboriginal Bishopric 
in this larger Diocese. 

The Right Reverend Clyde Wood was 

elected and inducted as the new Bishop of 
North Queensland. We are all very happy 
with his selection and praise God for 
Bishop Clyde's appointment as he has 
wide experience in the ministry to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peo-
ple and is very understanding and sensi-
tive to their spiritual needs. 

Our ministry is based on Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultural background, 
in that we can know Christ in our own cul-
tural way, in our songs and dance and our 
stories that relate very much to Scripture. 
The worship is traditionally Anglican but 
also culturally appropriate, giving every-
one the freedom to express the joy in 
knowing Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 

Our gospel singing group has 
presented items and shared 
testimonies at combined con-
certs in the region, presenting 
the gospel in song and dance, 
both in English and Torres 
Strait Island Languages—an 
inspiring and moving experi-
ence. 
The clergy and wives come 
together every month to share 
and pray about the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander min-
istry. Locally, I represent the 

Our dancing and singing groups present 
items to bring the Scriptures to 
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders 
in a culturally appropriate way. 

Sunday School teachers and Youth Group 
supervisors. She did a wonderful job in 
preparing the students as she has also 
done for the previous two years. 

The Sunday School numbers vary 
depending on parental attendance and the 
Youth Ministry needs a bit of an injection 
at the moment. Unfortunately, one of our 
youth leaders left at the end of the year to 
return to Brisbane. We believe God will 
strengthen our youth ministry in 1997 and 
we will continue to maintain our link with 
the Yarrabah Aboriginal Community (an 
hour's drive from Cairns) through the 
Youth and other Christian gatherings. 

Here at St. Luke's we have hosted 
Mother's Union Regional Conferences and 
ecumenical services. Combined fellow-
ships and services also occur monthly at 
the Deja Meta Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Old Age Home. 

Lala and I are both studying through 
Nungalinya Theological College, Darwin 
and Wontulp-Bi-Buya, the Queensland 
branch. I am completing a Diploma and 
Lala has completed her second year of the 
Certificate course. We are greatly commit-
ed to serving God in our community, 

Rev Canon James and Mrs Lala Leftwich. 

Anglican church on an ecumenical 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Ministers' Fraternal, which meets every 
month in the Cairns region. I have found 
this very effective in uniting Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people and 
breaking down denominational barriers. 
The Fraternal also hosts a breakfast once 
a month. These meetings help us to sup-
port each other and co-ordinate an effec-
tive ministry across the community, par-
ticularly in terms of hospital and prison 
chaplaincy. 

I do hospital visits and house commu-
nion every week for the sick and conduct 
Religious Education at the Wangetti 
Education Centre weekly with assistance 
from my wife, Lala, who also takes RE at 
local primary schools. 

We have on average 2-3 baptisms every 
month. Eight young people were con-
firmed last October by Bishop Arthur 
Malcolm. The candidates were prepared 
by Mrs Maureen Mossman, one of our 



which is very challenging, but we have a 
lot to give thanks to God for in our lives. 
His hand leads and guides us through 
when at times we feel the pressures of 
ministry. He strengthens and picks us up, 
and we never cease to thank and praise 
His Holy name for that. 

Last year, Lala and I had a wonderful 
opportunity to share our ministry through 
song and dance and cultural stories at var-
ious churches, fellowship groups and 
Anglican schools when Rev Les and Mrs 
Ruth Monaghan invited us to Brisbane to 
do some deputation work and speak at a 
BCA Supporters Conference. It was a truly 

fantastic spiritual experience sharing, 
singing and dancing. The weather might 
have been cold for us, but the warmth of 
fellowship and love was great and we truly 
thank Les and Ruth for their hospitality. 

We are very grateful for the support 
from BCA, without which, all that I have 
shared in this report would not be possi-
ble. I have witnessed personal spiritual 
growth in people who otherwise would 
not have had the privilege—lives have 
been changed and souls won for Christ. 

St Luke's congregation continues to 
grow spiritually and we pray for a revival 
throughout the Northern part of Australia, 
raising up leaders and proclaiming the 
Good News as never before, as God brings 
His church together in unity and love. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
encourage you to pray for the work that 
has begun in Cairns and continues in 
other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
ministries throughout Australia. 
May God bless you and yours. 
Rev Canon JAMES LEFTWICH Priest-in-charge. 

St Luke's Anglican Church, 
Cairns, North Queensland. 
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Two Cooks in Cook 
Miriam Kennedy and Jessie Thompson of Cook in South Australia 

mixing the right ingredients, growing up together. 

YES! ¥11 help support ministry beyond the city 
REV/MR/MRS/MISS/MS (Initials) (Surname) 
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TELEPHONE 
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POSTCODE 

PARISH (if applicable) 

• My Gift is enclosed for $ 
Please debit my Q BANKCARD J MASTERCARD ! VISACARD 

I I 
NAME OF CARDHOLDER 

EXPIRY DATE § 1 ( SIGNATURE 
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• Tick Box if receipt is required • Outback ministry 
I I Hoste l /Medica l (Tax Deductible) 

• I would like to donate regularly using my credit card. 
Please debit my card [~] MONTHLY • QUARTERLY • HALF YEARLY for! 
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